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clergy so often directly work against them and in favor of pretenders. 
Great injustice is done, when clergymen lend the sanction of their 
names to patent medicines, or in any way go out of their sphere to up- 
hold one or another form of irregular medical practice. 

This book of Dr. King, carefully prepared as it is, deserves a larger 
notice than we are here able to give it. It will doubtless be reviewed 
by competent hands in the medical journals of the country. It is a 
book which those who agree with its views ought to assist in circulat- 
ing, and it is able enough to need a strong man on the homoeopathic 
side to answer it. Good taste is rarely violated in its composition, and 
it is impossible for any man to write more earnestly, or to state his case 
more clearly. The Preface is modest, and makes for the volume an 
apology which it does not need. 



14. — The Day after To-morrow; or Fata Morgana: containing the 
Opinions of Mr. Sergeant Mallet, M. P. for Boldborough, on the 
Future State of the British Nation, and of the Human Race. Edited 
by William Db Ttne, of the Inner Temple. London : G. Rout- 
ledge & Co. 1858. 12mo. pp. 431. 

An odd book with an odd title is The Day after To-morrow. The 
tediousness of its first chapters, and the intolerable vexation of its frag- 
mentary sentences, are a serious drawback upon the pleasure of study- 
ing its pages. It is necessary to get used to the manner of Mr. Ser- 
geant Mallet, before one can either understand his meaning or enjoy 
his wisdom. But when you have reconciled yourself to the expression, 
you will find the material to be good. The accessories to the monologue 

— soldiers, sportsmen, chaplain, and dogs — are of no use whatever. 
They only annoy us by their presence. The substance of the volume 
is a series of discourses, fantastically put together, on the World's 
Workshop, — Government by Representatives, — the House of Com- 
mons, — the House of Lords, — the Throne, — the Press, — the Church, 

— the Metropolis, — Foreign States, — the Inner Life, — the Pub- 
lic Service, — and India, — the whole concluded by a Picture of the 
Earth as seen from the Moon. In these several discourses there are a 
great many noble sentiments and striking thoughts, with not a little 
that is affected, obscure, and trifling. Mr. Sergeant Mallet is too am- 
bitious in his dialect, and imagines that by dressing up commonplaces 
in a semi-transcendental verbiage, he can make them profound and origi- 
nal utterances. Most of his observations are true ; but a great deal 
that he enunciates as new truth is old truth. The ablest discourses are 
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those on " The Church " and " The Inner Life " ; but there are very- 
few pages in the book in which some bright word is not said. Hun- 
dreds of aphorisms and proverbs might be borrowed from it. The good 
Sergeant evidently wants to be considered as a cynic, and has taken 
Carlyle for a model so far as he has taken any model. But his nature 
is genial, his tone is healthy, and it is evident that fault-finding is not 
his real vocation. His scolding is forced, while his praise is frank and 
spontaneous. He sees a gi-eat many defects in the existing institutions 
of England ; but there is nothing, after all, which he would have radically 
changed. Government by King, Lords, and Commons, on the whole, 
is best, though the King may be a powerless puppet, the Lords a poor 
shadow of the ancient aristocracy, and the Commons an assembly of 
factions. Even in the union of church and state the Sergeant is in 
some sort a believer. 

The most remarkable thing about the book is its exuberance of fan- 
cies and comparisons. It seems impossible for the author to say any- 
thing simply or in common words. There is a perpetual glitter and 
confusion of metaphorical speech, which first bewilders, then amazes, 
and at last fascinates the reader. And between these metaphors 
there is usually no near connection. A half-dozen very diverse forms 
of expressing the same idea will occur in a single paragraph. Such 
a passage as the following, from the discourse on the Church, is a fair 
specimen of the Sergeant's style. 

" The controversy of sword and word for three hundred years should have 
taught many lessons. The vast volcanic European earthquake, with its spouted 
fountains of fire and of mud, should be spent. The lava, the ashes, and the 
water should alike be cold. It broke the bands of the great Church dome, and 
the iron still lies in the ground. Happily, Christianity can exist in almost any 
form and under any difficulties. Otherwise it must have been dead as Druid- 
ism. Have men learned at last that the combats of the centuries have often 
resembled that of the two knights, who in their mutual defeat discovered that 
the figure had two sides and two colors ? — or that of Tancred against his be- 
trothed 1 — or that of the Greeks at Troy for the dead corpse 1 — or of the 
raging bulls against the rags ? — or of the last of the knights against the wind- 
mills ? — or of Ajax against the sheep ? If they have not learned this, then the 
happy hour is not yet come. Let them have another round or two and then 
finish the bottle." 

The discourse on " The Throne " is as full of wit as a sermon of Dr. 
South, and as full of learning as a homily of Jeremy Taylor. Some of 
the fun sounds rather irreverent. 

" You must keep now," says the Sergeant, "this pageant of royalty out 
of sight, for fear of open laughter, lest much familiarity should beget contempt. 
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When royalty is shown in public it is done hastily, as if it were still under age, 
or in a hopeless state of sickness. It travels at express speed on the railways. 
Hence the elaborate machinery of court usages for keeping out the imper- 
tinent crowd. In America, it will rush in and slap the President on his back 
in his own house. Here the mob is as large, but it must be in grand costume. 
The weaker the sceptre, the stronger must be the chamberlain's stick to beat 
back the rabble." 



15. — Church and Congregation : a Plea for their Unity. By C. A. 
Bartol. Boston : Ticknor and Fields. 1858. 16mo. pp.336. 

The title of this book sufficiently defines its scope and aim. It 
undoubtedly is the long and deep reproach and guilt of Christendom, 
that multitudes, who so far acknowledge the Divine mission and au- 
thority of the Saviour as to be tbe supporters and constant attendants 
of Christian worship, should refuse compliance with his dying request, 
and turn away from the festival that commemorates his love ; that bar- 
riers of a merely conventional character should exclude or deter from 
that service any who could bring to it grateful hearts ; and that the 
children of the Church should grow up and enter active life as 
aliens from it rather than as its members. This condition of things 
every right-minded Christian regrets, and would gladly reverse. But 
the question remains open, whether the communion-service would receive 
a larger number of sincere participants than it now has, w^ere it made 
no longer a separate service, but a part of the order of worship for the 
whole congregation. That a rite so tenderly significant should become 
an unmeaning form, to be observed with no more seriousness of pur- 
pose than that with which many take their seats in the house of wor- 
ship, none could wish. But that it should be observed by all who 
could make it the expression and the nutriment of sincere religious 
feeling is, we doubt not, the desire of enlightened Christians of every 
denomination ; and this, as we understand, is the object which Mr. 
Bartol would further in the book now before us. He regards the 
observance of the rite in the presence of the entire congregation, and 
with no recognized discrimination between communicants and non- 
communicants, as the best mode of effecting this end. We are strongly 
moved, yet not convinced, by his arguments. It is a question which 
prolonged experiment alone can determine; and the experiment could 
be made under no better auspices than his. To be fairly tried, it must 
be conducted under ministrations which present only the highest stand- 
ard of Christian character, and which preserve the sacramental pres- 
tige of the commemorative rite inviolate. But whether the book 



